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LMONG the first Acts of the Alaska Legislature two were
of especial interest to me: one providing for registration of births,
deaths and marriages, the other creating a Territorial Board of
Medical Examiners, of which I served as Secretary for twenty
years. This law closed the last open door to unrestricted medical
practice within the jurisdiction of the United States. Only
eighteen doctors then practising in the territory were found to
be eligible for licence under the new law's provisions, all of them
general practitioners, and all qualified to render acceptable
medical service. We were now in position to organize an Alaska
Medical Society and apply for recognition by the National
Association. This was probably the smallest unit ever accepted
by that body as a component part.

The amiable controversy existing between general practitioner
and specialist, kept alive by a misguided public's vain search
for the superlative, was unknown in Alaska. That it should not
exist anywhere is attested by Dr. Hugh Cabot in his book "The
Patient's Dilemma." Dr. Cabot writes: "Eighty-five per cent of
the diseases for which patients consult doctors are of a type which
the modern general practitioner can handle in a satisfactory

manner."

Inferentially, the remaining fifteen per cent, should have the
benefit of special treatment. But as approximately half of them
are admittedly incurable, the specialist's efficiency quotient in so
far as cures are concerned is reduced by about fifty per cent. I
think any fair-minded general practitioner will admit cheerfully
that seven, or even eight, per cent, is about the right proportion
of illness and injuries requiring specialized treatment.
The public, however, has been taught to demand much more
in this respect than it requires, and to refer the consequent
expensiveness to the high cost of medical care, rather than to
the cost of non-essentials. It has been told, and many quarters
prefer to believe, that to keep the human mechanism in running
order is not a one-man job; that if satisfactory results are to be
expected it must be taken to the assembly line of a modern clinic^